CHAPTEE  XI

THE NAVAL ACADEMY,   MEXICO   AND  AFRICA
1872-1877

ONLY a short rest was granted, and then orders were received
to report in October, 1872, for duty as head of the Department
of Modern Languages at the Naval Academy, commanded by
Bear Admiral John L. Worden. While it was true that this duty
was not such as the writer would have selected if he had been
given a choice, yet the order was agreeable, for the reason that
it associated him with that distinguished officer who had won
undying fame in that great combat at Hampton Beads between
the Monitor and Merrimac only a few years before. During
the association this order brought about, it was upon rare occa-
sions only that the admiral would talk of that great naval duel,
but, whenever he did, he appeared to regard the difficulties he
had to overcome, in getting the Monitor to Hampton Eoads,
quite as great as the battle itself afterward.

In a new, untried machine, hastily built and hurriedly sent
to sea, it would be hard to describe the anxious experience of the
officers and crew in getting her safely to the scene of her great
combat at Hampton Eoads. It can hardly be credited in these
days what perils were escaped, or how incessantly her men worked
to keep her afloat en route. Much of the work to keep her pumps
free had to be done in vitiated air, for, when the blower belts got
wet, or slipped, or parted, there was no fresh air below until the
difficulty had been repaired. The entire voyage was a steady
fight against such trials. When smooth water was reached, the
officers and crew found the fight more to their liking. The world
knows now how well Admiral Worden, Lieut. S. Dana Greene,
and the other officers and men of the little Monitor did their duty
on that memorable day in March, 1863.

As head of the Department of Modern Languages, which in-
cluded the French and Spanish idioms, it was not easy to decide
106talk of home,
